
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2013, 7:30 P.M. 

301 KING STREET, 2nd FLOOR 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

D O C K E T 
 

1. Announcement of deferrals and withdrawals.    
 

2. Approval of the October 28, 2013, Traffic and Parking Board meeting minutes. 
 

3. STAFF REPORTS AND UPDATES 
 
       
 PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

4. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to remove parking on King Street from West 

Cedar Street to Highland Place in order to add Bike Lanes. 

 

5. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to install one handicap parking space in front of 

the Abundant Life Church on East Del Ray Avenue with the following 

restriction:  Sundays, 8A.M-10P.M, and Tuesdays 6P.M.-10P.M.  The space 

would be available to the public outside of those hours.  
 

6. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to replace two, “3 Hour, 9A.M.-5P.M., Monday-

Friday,” parking spaces with two handicap parking only, 9A.M.- 9P.M. 

parking spaces in front of the Mount Vernon Recreational Center along 

Commonwealth Avenue.    
 

7. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to remove 40 feet of unrestricted parking on the 

east side of North Howard Street across from the emergency exit at INOVA 

Alexandria Hospital. 
 

8. ISSUE: Consideration of an appeal to the denial for a two curb cuts, 16 feet each, at 

1203 Orchard Street in order to install a U-shaped driveway. 
 

NEXT TRAFFIC & PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING JANUARY 27, 2014 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

MONDAY OCTOBER 28, 2013, 7:30 P.M. 

301 KING STREET, 2nd FLOOR 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair, Jay Johnson, Gregory Cota, William Schuyler, Kevin 

Posey, and James Lewis. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Larry Ruggiero, and Mary White.  

 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Joel Marcuson, Deputy Director, Transportation and 

Environmental Services, Bob Garbacz, Division Chief, Traffic, Ravi Raut, Traffic Studies 

Engineer, Carrie Beach, Division Chief, Neighborhood Planning and Community Development, 

Hillary Poole, Complete Streets Coordinator, and Chris Dowling, Traffic Engineer I. 

 

1. Announcement of deferrals and withdrawals:  Item number nine was deferred by City 

Staff until further outreach is conducted.    
 

2. Approval of the September 24, 2013, Traffic and Parking Board meeting minutes: Mr. 

Schuyler made a motion, seconded by Mr. Posey, to approve the minutes from the 

September 24, 2013, Traffic and Parking Board meeting.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

3. STAFF REPORTS AND UPDATES:  City Staff updated the Traffic and Parking Board 

on Special Use Permits within the City of Alexandria.  Carrie Beach, Division Chief of 

Neighborhood Planning and Community Development also updated the Traffic and 

Parking Board on “What’s Next Alexandria,” a City initiative to develop guidelines for 

improving and expanding civic engagement in Alexandria.      
    
 PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

4. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to modify parking regulations in order to install a 

crosswalk and upgrade bus stops to ADA compliance.   

 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: Ms. Woods and Ms. Wildes spoke in favor of the request with 

a request to leave the northbound bus stop along Martha Custis on the south side of the 

intersection as opposed to moving it to the north side of the intersection.   
 

BOARD ACTION:  Mr. Posey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lewis, to approve 

Staff’s recommendation but to leave the northbound bus stop on the south side of the 

intersection of Martha Custis and Mt. Eagle Place, pending a safety analysis by City 

Staff.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 

5. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to install a Loading Zone, Monday through Friday, 8 

A.M. – 5P.M. in front of 216 South Peyton Street. 

 

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY:   Laura Hamming, representing ACPS, spoke in favor of the 

request. 



 

BOARD ACTION:  Mr. Lewis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Cota, to approve 

Staff’s recommendation to install the Loading Zone in front of 216 South Peyton Street.  

The motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to extend the 2 Hour, 7A.M.-9P.M., parking 

restriction to 7A.M.-Midnight in front of the Port City Brewing Company at 3950 

Wheeler Avenue. 

 

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY:  Steven Graboyes, representing House of Doors, spoke against 

the request.  Cathy Puskar, representing Port City Brewing Company, spoke in favor of 

the request. 

 

BOARD ACTION:  Mr. Cota made a motion, seconded by Mr. Posey, to approve Staff’s 

recommendation to extend the 2 Hour parking restriction from 7A.M.-9P.M., to 7A.M.-

Midnight.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

7. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to remove a parking space in between 3824 and 

3824A Elbert Avenue.     
 

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY:  Ms. Littlejohn, Ms. Malooley, and Ms. Agnew spoke in favor 

of the request.  Ms. Wolfer and Ms. Poetzman spoke against the request.   

 

BOARD ACTION:  Mr. Cota made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lewis, to approve 

Staff’s recommendation to remove the parking space in between 3824 and 3824A Elbert 

Avenue.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

8. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to remove one parking space on Mt. Vernon Avenue 

on the southeast corner of Mt. Vernon Avenue and E. Nelson Avenue. 
 

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY:  No one from the public testified. 

 

BOARD ACTION:  Mr. Posey made a motion, seconded by Mr. Cota, to approve Staff’s 

recommendation to remove 15’ of parking on Mt. Vernon Avenue at the southeast corner 

of Mt. Vernon Avenue and E. Nelson Avenue.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to remove parking to accommodate a crosswalk. 

 

 PUBLIC TESTIMONY:  This item was deferred by City Staff. 

 

BOARD ACTION:  This item was deferred by City Staff. 
 

10. ISSUE:  Consideration of a request to replace (2), 20 minute parking spaces with a 

Loading Zone in front of Madison Cleaners at Braddock Road and N. West 

Street. 
 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY:  Mr. Tom Van Wagoner, representing Madison Cleaners, 

spoke in favor of the request. 

 



BOARD ACTION:  Mr. Lewis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schuyler to approve 

Staff’s recommendation to install a Loading Zone in front of Madison Cleaners, Monday 

through Friday, 7A.M.-7P.M.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

  



 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

DOCKET ITEM: 4 

 

ISSUE:   Consideration of a request to remove parking on King Street from West 

Cedar Street to Highland Place in order to add Bike Lanes. 

 

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria, Transportation and Environmental Services 

 

LOCATION:  East side of King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland Place 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends approval of the request to remove parking on the north side of King Street 

from West Cedar Street to Highland Place to install traffic calming and bicycle lanes. 

 

DISCUSSION:   
The portion of King Street from Russell Road to Janneys Lane was resurfaced this fall and was 

evaluated based on the Complete Street’s Policy, which states that “if the safety and convenience 

of users can be improved within the scope of the pavement resurfacing… such projects shall 

implement Complete Streets infrastructure to increase safety for users.”   In conjunction with the 

resurfacing project, the City is proposing to narrow the moving lanes to provide traffic calming, 

install bicycle lanes in both directions and provide pedestrian safety upgrades to the roadway. 

 

This project is intended to slow vehicle speeds and provide a safer environment for pedestrians 

and cyclists as well as safer routes to the nearby schools.   The before and after design plans 

between West Cedar St. and Highland Pl. can be viewed in Figure 4a. Figure 4b outlines the 

changes made for the three segments of roadway – from West Cedar St to Highland Pl., from 

Highland to just east of West View Terrace, and from West View Terrace to Janney’s Lane. 

 

The proposed changes include: 

 Narrow the moving lanes from 11 ½ feet to 10 ½ feet 

 Install a 5' bike lane in the westbound direction and a 4' bike lane in the eastbound direction 

with shared lanes shown in yellow below and a signed alternate bike route through the 

neighborhood 

 Provide a wide edge line from Janney's Lane to Highland Place on the south side of the street 

to provide a buffer for the sidewalk in the stretch where there are no bike lanes to buffer the 

sidewalk 

 Provide a safer pedestrian crossing at Upland Place and King Street by installing the rapid 

flashing beacon.  The crosswalk at this intersection has been upgraded to high visibility for 

improved safety. 

 Install, as feasible, pedestrian improvements to Highland Place at King Street which could 

include pedestrian signals and push buttons for crossing King Street. 

 

Bicycle facilities are recommended for King Street in the City's Pedestrian and Bicycle Mobility 

Plan which involved an extensive public outreach process in the development of the Plan's 

recommendations. These bicycle lanes would provide a connection from the King Street 



Metrorail Station to the newly installed bicycle facilities on Janneys Lane.  The bike lanes would 

require the removal of parking along King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland Place.   

 

Currently, there are approximately 27 parking spaces along the east curb of King Street with no 

parking on the west curb.   The City conducted fourteen surveys of the parking utilization of 

these spaces over a month long period at different times of day and during different days of the 

week.  The survey showed that, on average, there were less than three cars parked along this 

section of roadway at a time.  Many of the houses from West Rosemont Avenue to Upland Place 

abut King Street but have a main entrance on North View Terrace.  Parking utilization for this 

portion of the roadway was, on average, less than one vehicle per survey period.   Vehicles 

parked along this roadway tend to be delivery or service vehicles and have out-of-state plates. 

The changes to parking are shown in Figure 4c. 

 

The City has received a number of requests from residents and civic associations for traffic 

calming along King Street and better bicycle access to the King Street Metrorail Station, and the 

public outreach process for this project is listed below: 

 Taylor Run Civic Association - 6.12.13 

 Traffic and Parking Board Briefing - 7.22.13 

 Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) - 8.19.13 

 Neighborhood flyers distributed - 9.11.13  

 Public Meeting 1 - 9.18.13 

 Public Meeting 2 - 10.30.13 

 Environmental Policy Commission - 11.4.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Figure 4a - Before and After (West Cedar St. to Highland Pl.) 



 
Figure 4b - Proposed Cross Sections 

 



 
Figure 4c - Changes to Parking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

DOCKET ITEM: 5 

 

ISSUE:   Consideration of a request to install one handicap parking space in front of 

the Abundant Life Church on East Del Ray Avenue with the following 

restriction:  Sundays, 8A.M-10P.M, and Tuesdays 6P.M.-10P.M.  The 

space would be available to the public outside of those hours. 

 

APPLICANT: Bishop Hildred L. Perry, Sr. and members of Abundant Life Church 

 

LOCATION:  204 East Del Ray Avenue 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends approving the request to install one handicap parking space in front of the 

Abundant Life Church at 204 East Del Ray Avenue with the restrictions, Sundays, 8A.M.-

10P.M., and Tuesdays 6P.M.-10P.M. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

The members of Abundant Life Church have requested a handicap parking space be installed in 

front of their church.  The church has been located at 204 East Del Ray Avenue since 1979, and 

over the past few years parking near this area of Mt. Vernon Avenue has become increasingly 

difficult.  This has caused a strain in finding parking spaces near the church during worship 

hours, and occasionally some of the church’s handicapped or disabled members have had to park 

multiple blocks away from the church. 

 

There is currently no parking restriction along this block of East Del Ray, and there is a very 

high demand for parking in this area.  City Staff recommends installing one handicap space in 

front of the church with the following time restrictions:  Sundays, 8A.M-10P.M., and Tuesdays 

6P.M.-10P.M.  These hours were requested by the Abundant Life Church members, as they have 

multiple events on the requested days.  The space would be available to the public outside of 

these hours.  Staff recommends installing the handicap sign adjacent to the driveway located 

directly to the east of the church.  This location can be seen in Figures 5b and 5c. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Figure 5a – location of Abundant Life Church at 204 E. Del Ray Ave. 

 

 
Figure 5b – recommended location of one handicap parking space 

 

Abundant Life Church 



 
Figure 5c – street view of recommended handicap space location 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

DOCKET ITEM: 6 

 

ISSUE:   Consideration of a request to replace two, “3 Hour, 9A.M.-5P.M., 

Monday-Friday,” parking spaces with two handicap parking only, 9A.M.- 

9P.M. parking spaces in front of the Mount Vernon Recreational Center 

along Commonwealth Avenue.    

 

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria, Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities 

 

LOCATION:  2701 Commonwealth Avenue 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends installing the two handicap spaces at 2701 Commonwealth Avenue, one on 

either side of the ADA ramp in front of the Mount Vernon Recreational Center with the 

following restriction: 9A.M.-9P.M., Every Day, including holidays. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

The Mount Vernon Recreational Center has many Alexandria residents visit its location on a 

daily basis for various activities.  Many of these visitors are elderly, and some have disabilities.  

Currently there is an ADA ramp directly in front of the recreational center with a “No Parking 

Between Signs,” restriction 20 feet on either side of the ramp.  Visitors will use this area of No 

Parking to pick up and drop off from the recreational center should they need to do so.  This can 

be seen in Figure 6b.  Currently there is a 3 Hour, 9A.M.-5P.M., Monday through Friday, except 

holidays, parking restriction on Commonwealth Avenue on this block. 

 

There is a high demand for parking in this area, and often there is no parking in the immediate 

area of the recreational center forcing visitors to park blocks away at times.  This can be difficult 

for elderly visitors or those with disabilities who have driven themselves to the recreational 

center and cannot be dropped off in the current area of No Parking near the ADA ramp. 

 

City Staff recommends adding two handicap spaces, one on either side of the current ADA ramp 

located in front of the building.  Staff is recommending moving the current “No Parking Between 

Signs” restriction from 20 feet on either side of the ramp to 10 feet on either side of the ramp and 

adding the two handicap spaces on either side of this restriction.  This will still allow enough 

room to pick up and drop off visitors, while minimizing the loss of parking available to the 

public, due to the two hanicap spaces.  Staff’s recommendation can be seen in Figures 6c and 6d.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Figure 6a – location of the Mount Vernon Recreational Center at 2701 Commonwealth Ave. 

 

 
Figure 6b – Current location of the “No Parking Between Signs” restriction and ADA ramp 

 

ADA ramp 



 
Figure 6c – Existing parking conditions 
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Figure 6d – Staff’s proposed parking conditions 
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TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

DOCKET ITEM: 7 

 

ISSUE:   Consideration of a request to remove 40 feet of unrestricted parking on the 

east side of North Howard Street across from the emergency exit at 

INOVA Alexandria Hospital.  

 

APPLICANT: INOVA Alexandria Hospital 

 

LOCATION: 4302 Seminary Road 

   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends approval of the request to remove 40 feet of unrestricted parking on North 

Howard Street across from the emergency exit at INOVA Alexandria Hospital. 

 

DISCUSSION:   
INOVA Alexandria Hospital has received numerous complaints from employees and the public 

related to a safety concern when exiting the Emergency Department onto N. Howard Street.  The 

location of the emergency entrance and exit can be seen in Figure 7a.  North Howard Street is a 

divided road connecting Seminary Road with both the Hospital access and with residential 

housing.  Parking is not allowed on North Howard Street north of the emergency exit but is 

allowed on the east side of the street beginning at the emergency exit and extending south.  The 

current parking restrictions can be seen in Figure 7b. 

 

There is not a great demand for parking on the section of North Howard across from the 

emergency exit, but INOVA has noticed within the last few months an increase in the occurance 

of vehicles parking directly across from the emergency exit up to the end of the unrestricted 

parking.  When a larger vehicle exits the Emergency Department left onto North Howard, and a 

vehicle is parked on the east side of the street where parking is unrestricted, it can force the 

larger vehicle to manuever around the parked vehicle in an effort to avoid contact.  Should there 

be a vehicle parked across from the emergency exit during an emergency situation, it can 

potentially impede the quick repsone time.  Please see Figure 7c for a visual of this situation.     

 

INOVA requests removing 40 feet of parking from where the current unrestricted parking is 

allowed on the east side of North Howard Street, in order to make it safer and easier from 

emergency vehicles to exit left onto North Howard Street from the emergency exit.  Staff 

recommends approval of the request, and its proposed parking restrictions can be seen in Figure 

7d.      



 
Figure 7a – location of INOVA Alexandria Hospital and the emergency exit 

 

 
Figure 7b – Current parking restrictions 
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No Parking 

Parking Allowed 



 
Figure 7c – situation where an emergency vehicle needs to exit quickly and there is a car parked 

on the east side of N. Howard St. directly across from the exit.  The situation becomes more 

difficult should a car be travling south on N. Howard Street while the emergency vehicle exits, 

pushing the emergency vehicle’s turn futher towards the east of N. Howard Street. 

 

 
Figure 7d – Proposed parking conditions showing 40’ of parking removed and the turning lane 

safer for emergency vehicles. 
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Pictures taken by INOVA Hospital of cars parked directly across from the emergency exit 

 

 

 

 



TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

DOCKET ITEM: 8 

 

ISSUE:   Consideration of an appeal to the denial for a two curb cuts, 16 feet each, 

at 1203 Orchard Street in order to install a U-shaped driveway. 

 

APPLICANT:  Mr. Robert W. Shaw, Jr. and Ms. Martha Dare Marks  

 

LOCATION:  1203 Orchard Street              

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends denying the request per City Code 5-2-14(c)(2); the health, welfare and safety 

of the public will be impaired unreasonably by the curb cuts due to its location at the intersection 

of two streets. 

 

DISCUSSION:   
Mr. Robert W. Shaw, Jr. and Ms. Martha Dare Marks have requested two new curb cuts to be 

installed at their home at 1203 Orchard Street, in order to build a U-shaped driveway.  Please see 

Figure 8a for the location of the request.   

 

Their family has owned the home since 1959, and they plan to stay here for some time.  Ms. 

Marks has stated that in order for her to safely enter her house, she needs to enter from a flat 

area.  The applicants currently have a driveway and a garage located on their property, and there 

is available on-street parking and a staircase with access to their house along the curb outside 

their residence.  Please see Figure 8b to see the location of their driveway and garage.  However, 

in order to enter the house from their driveway, she must descend approximately 20 steps, and in 

order to enter the house from the street, she must descend approximately 6 steps.  Please see 

Figure 8c to see the location of the steps accessing their house from the street.  Orchard Street is 

very narrow at approximately 20 feet wide, and if the applicants park on the street to access their 

house from Orchard Street, it becomes difficult for the neighbors across the street to enter and 

exit their driveway.       

 

The requested curb cuts would each be 16 feet wide and would form a 12 foot wide U-shaped 

driveway.  The original application for the two curb cuts was reviewed by City Staff from 

Construction Management and Inspection of Transportation and Environmental Services and 

sent to the Department of Planning and Zoning, where it was recommended to be denied per City 

code section 5-2-14(c)(2), stating that the request will “impair the health, welfare, and safety of 

the public, because the location of the requested curb cuts is located near a traffic channelization 

island at two intersecting streets.  Staff is concerned that the new driveway is also in the vision 

clearance area which may cause sight distance difficulties for vehicles leaving the new 

driveway.”  Please see Figure 8d for the requested location of the curb cut, and Figures 8e and 8f 

for the sight distance looking in each direction from the requested location of the driveway. 

 

The applicants state that the driveway would provide them with safer access to their home, it 

would give them more off street parking to keep their vehicles off of the narrow Orchard Street, 



and that they have removed all of the arborvitaes that were causing sight distance issues along 

the curve in Orchard Street. 

 

Section 5-2-14, Sidewalk crossovers and curb cuts generally, of the City Code allows the 

applicant 15 days to appeal the City Manager’s decision to the Traffic and Parking Board.  In 

deciding the appeal the Board may affirm, modify, or overturn the Manager’s decision only if the 

Board concludes that the Manager clearly erred in applying the following factors: 

 

1. That the location and operation of the curb cut will not interfere unreasonable 

with vehicular and pedestrian traffic, the demand and necessity for parking 

spaces, and means of ingress and egress to and from adjacent properties. 

 

2. That the health, welfare and safety of the public will not be impaired 

unreasonably by the curb cut. 

 

3. That the curb cut is of adequate width under existing conditions and 

circumstances. 

 

4. That the plans submitted comply with the standard specifications of the City for 

public work of like character, and that the design of the curb cut has been 

approved by the director of Transportation and Environmental Services as being 

in accord with City specifications; provided, however, that the City Manager may 

grant variances from these specifications when strict application of the 

specifications will prohibit or unreasonably restrict the use of property. 

 

5. That the cost of construction, as estimated by the director of Transportation and 

Environmental Services, have been paid for by the applicant if the work on the 

curb cut is to be done by the City or a contractor employed by the City; however, 

if the applicant for a permit under this section elects to do the work himself or 

through his own contractor, he or his contractor shall comply with article E of 

chapter 2 of this title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Figure 8a – location of 1203 Orhcard Street 

 

 
Figure 8b – existing driveway and garage 

 

 

 



 
Figure 8c – showing existing access to 1203 Orchard Street from the street 

 

 
Figure 8d – aerial veiw of requested U-shaped driveway location. 

 

 

 

Stairs accessible from on-street parking 

Existing island channeling the two intersecting 

streets (Orchard and W. Alexandria) 



 
Figure 8e – view from requested driveway looking north  

 

 
Figure 8f – view from requested driveway looking south



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 


